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Dynamics in Intimate Partner Violence 

Cyclic 

Overcontrolled 

Psychopathic 

 

 These dynamics describe patterns in behavior and interaction of the 

male individual   
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Cyclic 

 Idealization vs. hatred (borderline dynamic)  

  Mood swings, hopelessness  

  Controlling behavior   

  Sometimes previous conviction 

 Cycle of violence 
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Explosion 
/ 

Escalation 

 

Reconciliation 

„Honeymoon“ 

Tension 
building 

 

Controlling 
behavior and  
intimidation 

Cycle of 

Violence 
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Overcontrolled 

 Socially well integrated 

 Overconforming 

 Inconspicuous - often without history of violence or threats 

 Strong dependancy on relationship 

 Depressive and ruminating prior to violent act 

 Violence seems to erupt suddenly and impetuously 
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Overcontrolled 

Two subtypes observable 

 Worrying changes in behavior and communication noticeable 

 Catathymic dynamic: critical process is not obvious for neither the 

victim nor professionals involved 
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Psychopathic 

 Feeling of grandiosity 

 Manipulative and superficial charm 

 Emotionally cold when aggressive 

 Control / dominance 

 Impulsiveness 

 Unsteadiness 
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Psychopathic 

With antisocial behavior 

 Violence inside and outside of family 

 Previous convictions / violent acts 

Socially well adapted 

 Socially well integrated 

 Sometimes very successful 

 Prestige und reputation are of great importance 
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Psychodynamic aspects of the three dynamics  

    

 Cyclic: Aggressive control over relationship, fear of 

withdrawal, changes in mood, powerlessness and anger 

 Psychopathic: Dominance & superiority, control and 

manipulation    

 Overcontrolled: emotional dependence on relationship, 

idealization of partner, depression 
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Prevalence (Glaz-Ocik & Hoffmann, 2011) 

 Cyclic       27% 

 Overcontrolled    40% 

 Psychopathic     11 % 

 

 Inconclusive     22 % 
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The objective is to identify specific patterns in 

behavior that identify a woman's risk of being 

killed by her (former) intimate partner. 
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DyRiAS – Intimate Partners 

 DyRiAS = Dynamic Risk Assesment System 

 Identification of dangerous developments in cases of intimate 

partner violence 

 Recognition of risk patters 

 Up to date with the latest scientific findings 

 No checklists, no psychological testing 

 Behavior-orientated assessment 

 Prevents prejudiced results 
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DyRiAS validation study - Comparison of intimate 

partner homicide cases with domestic violence 

cases 

(Hoffmann & Glaz-Ocik, 2012) 
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Control group (N=23) Intimate partner homicides (N=61) 
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Hoffmann & Glaz-Ocik, 2012  (GER)  

 Comparison of intimate partner homicide & domestic violence 
cases: 

 82% of intimate partner homicides were identified as high risk  

18% were rated in low and middle risk category. In none of these 11 
cases professionals were involved.  

 

 17% of the domestic violence cases were assessed as high risk. Prior 
to the DyRiAS assessment these cases were classified as high risk by 
the institution in which the men received therapy. 
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 Frei, 2014 (CH)   

Retrospective DyRiAS analysis of 12 intimate partner homicides (also 
attempts) and 48 cases of domestic violence: 

The results suggest that DyRiAS is to be seen as a reliable instrument to 
assess the risk of potentially lethal violence in the context of domestic 
violence. DyRiAS validly discriminates between these two groups. Even 
though the groups compared were relatively small statistically significant 
differences between both groups were found. 
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Gerth, 2015 (CH) 

 Comparison of recidivists and non-recidivists of severe forms of 

intimate partner violence:  

 „[…]Keeping in mind the limitations of the current study, the DyRiAS 

was found to moderately, but non-significantly discriminate between 

recidivists and non-recidivists of severe forms of IPV within time at risk 

periods of three months to five years. On the basis of the current study, 

the ability of the DyRiAS to assess the risk of severe IPV could not be 

demonstrated. Nonetheless, further research is necessary to replicate 

these findings in larger samples and using a prospective study design.” 



Seite: 29 www.i-p-bm.de     info@i-p-bm.de 

DyRiAS-Intimate Partners  

Screening List 

 

 Supports the user in his or her  

 decision about weather or not a  

 DyRiAS assessment is called for. 

 

 available under: www.dyrias.com 
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Thank you very much! 

justine.glaz-ocik@i-p-bm.de 

 

Institut Psychologie & Bedrohungsmanagement  

64222 Darmstadt  

Postfach 11 07 02 

www.dyrias.com 

 

 


