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Lessons from epidemiology

• “I had measles and I didn’t kill me”
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“Reinforcing Spirals Model”



Marshall McLuhan

1911-1980

“The medium is the message”



“The medium is the message”

• When new media appear, society and people 

change with hem.



Code of Hammurabi







Luther pamphlets





Examples



Crime substitution hypothesis

Cashmore, J. CRIME REDUCING ENTERTAINMENT: THE 

CONTRIBUTION OF MEDIA.



Stalking and social 

media



Stalking and social 

media



8. Synced Apps – Apps like SoundCloud, synced 

with Facebook will give away what they are up 

to. Music they are listening to is a key to 

knowing what mood they are in!
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The only “trekkie” in town?
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Trekkies…
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“More of the same”?

• “There has always been porn”



“More of the same”?

• “There has always been porn”

• 2006 � start of streaming

• “dose-response” relationships?

• Mutually reinforcing spirals?



Self-control



Dose – response? 





EFFECTS of the mass media

• 3 “I”s



“Imagine”

• “Example bias”

Kahneman



First prison experience



“Infer”

• Agenda setting



“Infer”

• Cultivation

• “Risk ratios”

George Gerbner





“Interpret”

• 1 message =/= 1 meaning





+ 17 %



3 I’s

• “Imagine”

• “Infer”

• “Interpret”









“New media” – what’s special?

• Interaction 

• Connectivity

• “Impression management”



Impression management



Impression management



Impression management



Posturing









Hypothesis:

• “Normal” posturing

• “Happy jihadi”

• “Mad killer”



Parasocial interaction



Lack of interaction



Media and problem behavior

(pathologies)



Life 

events
Problem

Personality MEDIA

Outcome

REPETITION



Reinforcing spirals

(putting it together)



START: News









“Grooming from afar”

• Dose

• Impression management

• Emotion





Media advice



Media advice






