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Prevalence and nature of violence

Prevalence and relevance of risk factors

Social response to violence



To what extent are 
threat assessment 
procedures equally 

valid across cultures?



We don’t know.



Simpson's Paradox.





0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

0 2 4 6 8 10 12



Evaluator
Bias

Evaluator
Bias

Test
Bias
Test
Bias

Highly structured, 

quantitative evaluative 

device  or procedure
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1 • Identify and gather relevant information

2 • Determine presence of risk factors

3 • Determine relevance of risk factors

4 • Develop primary scenarios of violence

5 • Develop case management plans

6 • Communicate findings



1 •Conceptual invariance

2 •Measurement invariance

3 •Predictive invariance






























